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Course Objectives 
This course examines contemporary constructions of (post)nationalism and globalized identities specifically in relation to cultural theories of race, racism, and (post)racialism. Global citizenship, humanitarianism, and global ethics are of contemporary significance within literary and cultural studies, as well as academic and popular political discourses. This cross-cultural study will be shaped by a critical approach informed by postcolonial literary and cultural studies, and specifically critical race studies. Course readings will include works of theory and criticism as well as a variety of forms of creative and documentary representation, including: poetry, fiction, memoir, documentary film, and pedagogical tools.

Course Format

This course will be run as a seminar. As “instructor” for the course, I will primarily seek to take the role of facilitator and mentor. While I may lecture at various points to provide background and context, I will mainly facilitate discussion, shape discussion by providing questions and points of inquiry, and serve as a resource to help provide background and clarification. Students will also shape discussions by identifying areas of concern and inquiry. Class meetings will focus on clarifying key ideas from the required critical and theoretical readings, as well as assessing, problematizing, contextualizing, and extending these ideas in relation to a variety of primary texts.
Required Course Texts (Subject to Change – contact the instructor in November/December prior to the course)
· Dionne Brand, Inventory (2006)
· Nuruddin Farah, Gifts (2000)

· James Orbinski, An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-First Century
· Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy
Additional Required Course Readings and Films available on the Vista course and/or Library Reserve.

Course Assignments
Participation (10%): Students will be required to attend each meeting for its full duration and to come prepared, having read all required readings for the meeting. In addition, students will be expected to provide in advance of the meeting one or two questions for discussion that A) seek clarification about particular arguments or ideas from the readings and/or B) allow the group to analyze and engage with key ideas from the readings (Questions should be emailed to all members of the group by Monday 8:00 am. During the first class we will come to consensus on guidelines for participation.)

Group Seminar (20%) Students will work in pairs or groups of three to present a 30 minute seminar on a specified topic in relation to one of the primary texts for the course. The aim of the seminar is to present a concise and specific critical analysis of some aspect of the text in relation to critical theories of race and cosmopolitanism. As well, presenting students will facilitate a discussion of the topic for the whole class.
Critical Response and Extension Papers (2X5%=10%) Students will be required to complete two short (approx. 1500w) papers that critically respond to a particular theory or idea as presented in one or more readings by A) assessing the idea in relation to other theoretical concerns of the course, and B) bringing the idea or theory into dialogue with an example from one of the required literary texts or films, or another cultural text of their choosing. While students will not be expected to formally present their ideas to the class, they will be expected to share ideas from their papers during the discussion. The assignment should be emailed to all members of the group no later than Sunday at noon so everyone has the opportunity to read it before class.

Research and Analysis Paper (40%) Students will be required to complete a 13-16 pp paper that develops out of an idea, concept, or theory of interest from the course. The paper will draw upon and engage with material from readings and cultural texts required for the course as well as research. This research project will be based on an inquiry model that specifically values the process of research and writing. 

Community Awareness Project (20%) Students will work individual or in pairs to produce a component of a “global awareness campaign” that engages with the UBC commitment to global citizenship, as delineated in the Academic Plan.
Note on assignments:

· All assignments must be submitted to David via email in doc. or rtf. format

· All assignments must include a specific title, name, date, etc. and be double spaced with margins of no more than 2cm

· All assignments must utilize either MLA citation format or Chicago style for humanities, be consistent, and include full bibliographies.

· Please limit the use of footnotes for anything other than citation

· Please feel free to experiment with form, but do so in consultation with David. 
· Please feel free to consult with David as you work on your assignments
Course Schedule and Format
Week 1 – Introduction (13)

Week 2  – The Problem of Race and Racism 

Stuart Hall, “Race, The Floating Signifier” (Youtube/Vista)
George Orwell, “A Hanging”, in George Orwell: Essays
Patricia Hill Collins, “Toward a New Vision”

David Theo Goldberg, “Introduction” and “Racial States” from The Racial State

Ruth Frankenberg, “The Mirage of an Unmarked Whiteness”
Week 3  – Theories of Cosmopolitanism and Global Ethics
Judith Butler, “Violence, Mourning, Politics”, from Precarious Life
Kwame Anthony Appiah, “Cosmopolitan Contamination” and “Kindness to Strangers” 

from Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers
Nigel Dower, “The Framework”, from An Introduction to Global Citizenship.

Pheng Cheah, “The Cosmopolitical – Today” and “Humanity within the Field of

Instrumentality”, from Inhuman Conditions: On Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights.


Zillah Eisentstein, “Humanizing Humanity,” from Against Empire: Feminisms, Racism, 

and the West.
Week 4 – Colour-Blindness and Post-Racial Thinking


Paul Gilroy, “The Planet”, from Postcolonial Melancholia 


Paul Gilroy, “’Third Stone from the Sun’: Planetary Humanism and Strategic

 

Universalism”, from Against Race.

David Theo Goldberg, “Enduring Occupations (On Racial Neoliberalism)” from The

 

Threat of Race.

Patricia Williams, “The Pantomime of Race”, from Seeing a Color-Blind Future: The

 

Paradox of Race.
Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “’Under Western Eyes’ Revisited: Feminist Solidarity
 
Through Anticapitalist Struggles” in Feminism Without Borders
Week 5  – Witnessing the (Violent) World


Giorgio Agamben, “The Witness” in Violence in War and Peace

Dionne Brand, Inventory (2006)
Week 6 –  The Figure of the (White Male) Global Citizen: The Humanitarian’s Burden


James Orbinski, An Imperfect Offering: Humanitarian Action in the Twenty-First Century.

 

(Excerpts)
Sherene Razack, “Those Who ‘Witness the Evil’: Peacekeeping as Trauma”, from Dark
Threats and White Knights: The Somalia Affair, Peacekeeping, and the New Imperialism 

Week 7 – The Figure of the (White Male) Global Citizen: Race, Spectacle, Invisibility
Patrick Reed (Dir), Triage: Dr. James Orbinski’s Humanitarian Dilemma

Harting, Heike, “Global Humanitarianism, Race, and the Spectacle of the African Corpse 
in Current Western Representations of the Rwandan Genocide” Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 2008 28(1) 

Week 8 – The Figure of the (Brown Woman) Global Citizen: The Spectacle of the Radical


PeÅ Holmquist and Suzanne Khardalian (Dir), Bullshit (2005)


Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Cartographies of Struggle: Third World Women and the

Politics of Feminism,” in Race Critical Theories
Week 9 – The Figure of the (Brown Woman) Global Citizen: The Content of Critique

. 
Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy (Excerpts)


Shari Stone-Mediatore, “Storytelling and Global Politics” from Reading Across Borders:

 

Storytelling and Knowledges of Resistance

Week 10 – Unsettling the Humanitarian Enterprise: The Idea of the Gift


Farah, Gifts
Week 11 – Unsettling the Humanitarian Enterprise: Whither Race?


Renzo Martens (Dir.), Episode 3: Enjoy Poverty


Binyavanga Wainaina, “The Power of Love”, from Missionaries, Mercenaries, and Misfits


Rasna Warah, “The Development Myth”, Missionaries, Mercenaries, and Misfits.
Week 12 – Cosmopolitan Pedagogies


Through Other Eyes (TOE) Curriculum (www.throughothereyes.org.uk)


Vanessa Andreotti, “Soft Vs. Critical Global Citizenship Education” in Policy & Practice: A
 

Development Education Review

Week 13 – Conclusion: Forum on Global Citizenship Project
Some Further Reading

Global Ethics and Cosmopolitanism

Appiah, Kwame Anthony. The Ethics of Identity (2005).

Derrida, Jacques. “On Cosmopolitanism,” in On Cosmopolitanism and Forgiveness (2001): 1-24.


Gandhi, Leela, Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-siecle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (2006).

Said, Edward. Humanism and Democratic Criticism (2004).

Sen, Amartya, “Making Sense of Identity,” and “West and Anti-West,” in Identity and Violence (2006): 18-39, 84-102.

His Highness the Aga Khan, Where Hope Takes Root (2008)

Dower, Nigel, and John Williams (Eds) Global Citizenship: A Critical Introduction (2002)


Development and Humanitarianism

Baaz, Maria Eriksson, The Paternalism of Partnership: A Postcolonial Reading of Identity in Development Aid (2005).

Heron, Barbara. Desire for Development: Whiteness, Gender, and the Helping Imperative (2007).

Globalization and Empire

Bauman, Zygmunt, Liquid Fear (2006).

Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. Multitude: War and Democracy in the Age of Empire (2004). 

Ignatieff, Michael. Empire Lite: Nation-Building in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan (2003).

Szeman, Imre. “The Nation as Problem and Possibility” in Zones of Instability: Literature, 
Postcolonialism, and the Nation (2003): 22-64.

Pheng Cheah, Inhuman Conditions: On Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights (2006)

Radical Epistemologies

Esteva, Gustavo, and Madhu Suri Prakash. Grassroots Post-Modernism: Remaking the Soil of 
Cultures (1998).

LaDuke, Winona, All Our Relations: Native Struggles for Land and Life (2008)
Other Related Theories and Concerns

Steger, Manfred B., and Nancy S. Lind. Violence and Its Alternatives: An Interdisciplinary Reader. (1999).

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. Death of a Discipline (2003).

Young, Robert. White Mythologies: Writing History and the West (1990).

