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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA





FACULTY OF CREATIVE AND CRITICAL STUDIES
DEPARTMENT OF CRITICAL STUDIES

2011 – 12 Winter Term 1

Special Topics in Creative and Critical Studies: Critical Internet Studies (3 Credits)
IGS 530-D 001
Last updated on August 29, 2011
Instructor: Dr. Kyong Yoon (kyong.yoon@ubc.ca / Art Bd. 165)
Office Hours: Mon 14:00 ~ 15:30 / Wed 12:00 ~ 14:00 or by appointment
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:  
This course aims to offer students theoretical frameworks for a critical understanding of Internet culture. Drawing upon a range of theoretical and empirical resources on Internet culture, the course explores how and why the Internet has been incorporated into, or changed by our everyday lives and social structures. The course’s critical view will encourage students to understand the Internet in social, cultural, and historical contexts, and through the lens of cultural and media studies. By the end of the course, students will develop a framework for exploring and understanding the foundations of Internet culture.
Course Format: Lecture + Discussion (3 Hours per week) 

Course Requirements: 
A basic level understanding of key theories and concepts in Social Sciences and Humanities may be an asset but not required.  

Evaluation Criteria and Grading 

	No.
	Item
	Detail
	Deadline *

	1
	Assignment #1 (10%)
	A 20 MIN oral presentation 
on a weekly topic  (Between Unit 1 and 8)
	Week of your choice
(depending on your topic)

	2
	Assignment #2 (20%)
	A reflection paper on  your presentation topic or another weekly topic (1000 words)
	Second Friday after your presentation (11 PM)

	3
	Assignment #3 (20%)
	A book review of one (or two) of the recommended text (1000 words)
	Nov 18 (Friday) 11 PM

	4
	Assignment #4 (35%)
	A research paper (2500 words)
	Dec 2 (Friday) 11 PM

	5
	Participation (15%)
	Web postings (Minimum 4 postings): 10%

In class discussions : 5%
	Sept 26 to Dec 2


* NOTE: The suggested length (before bibliography) is suggestion only. Longer or shorter papers are accepted without penalty.

* NOTE: All deadlines are firm. Please note that the assignment due dates are FIRM. 
Late assignments will be accepted with 10% penalty of the total weight of the assignment, until 5 days late (i.e. Until Nov 22 for Assignment #3). Assignments submitted after the deadline will not be marked. In the case of unforeseen matters, please contact the instructor within 5 days after the matter. Early submission is highly encouraged. 

ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES

ASSIGNMENT #1 Presentation
  - Make a 20 MIN oral presentation on a weekly topic of your choice (between Unit 3 and 8)
  - The format of presentation is relatively free, as long as it include a short summary of a weekly topic (and the required materials) and your critique of the materials. 

ASSIGNMENT #2 Reflection paper (1000 words): 
  - Choose one weekly topic and critique the required readings of the week (preferably the topic you choose for your oral presentation); supplementary readings are optional.
  - It is encouraged to articulate the topic of your oral presentation.
ASSIGNMENT #3 Book Review: Choose one (or two, if you like) of the recommended books (i.e. Gershon, 2010; Pariser, 2011; Turkle, 2011; Vaidhyanathan, 2011) and write one critical review. 

  - You may use some of the required reading materials in order to strengthen your critique.

  - PLEASE Refer to the following guidelines. 
(1) http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/bookreports.html
(2) http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/content.php?pid=54968&sid=827653
ASSIGNMENT #4 Research paper

  - Topic: You are free to choose any topic, as long as it covers an issue/issues discussed in the course.  

  - You are encouraged to articulate your idea(s) throughout Assignment #1,#2,#3,and #4.That is, you can elaborate your Assignment #1 (and #2) further in your Assignment #3 and/or Assignment #4; however, your Assignments should NOT be identical with each other. 

  - PLEASE Refer to the following guidelines.
(1) http://help.library.ubc.ca/researching/getting-started-with-your-paper/
(2) http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html#discovering
PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES
- Participation will be evaluated by the scholarly quality of web postings (10 points) and in class discussions (5 points). 

- Web-posting requirement: You are encouraged to post your critique/reflection on weekly readings, prior to the concerned lecture. You may also respond to your peers’ postings. 
Minimum 4 web postings throughout the course (250-400 words per posting) are required. As long as you make 4 postings or more, your postings will be evaluated only by the quality (of top 4 postings), but not by the quantity. You can also response to others’ postings. Responses will be considered as part of regular postings). 
PLEASE post your comment in time (by Saturday 11 PM, prior to the concerned lecture).

- Class discussions will be evaluated by the depth and frequency of your comments and interaction with others. Most students would be marked between 3 and 5 (out of 5).
 

- Participation is interdependent with preparation of each unit that involves reading and reflecting. 

Required and Recommended Readings

∙ Textbook
- Lister, M. et al. (2009).(2nd edition). New Media: A Critical Introduction, New York and London: Routledge. http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415431613

∙ Recommended Texts: Books for Assignment #3 
  (NOTE: Choose ONE or TWO only; available at Library Course Reserves for 1 Day Loan)
- Gershon, I (2010). The Breakup 2.0: Disconnecting over New Media, Cornell University Press. http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100088380
- Pariser, E. (2011). The Filter Bubble, Penguin Press. http://www.penguin.ca/nf/Book/BookDisplay/0,,9781594203008,00.html
- Turkle, S. (2011). Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and Less from Each Other, Basic Books. http://alonetogetherbook.com
- Vaidhyanathan, S. (2011). The Googlization of Everything, University of California Press.
http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520258822 

∙ Journals (all available via UBC Library Portal)

- New Media & Society

- Information, Communication, and Society

- Journal of Computer Mediated Communication

- Journals: Convergence: The Journal of Research into New Media Technologies

- CTheory

- First Monday

- M/C: Media & Culture

Course Schedule

* No Class on Oct 10: Thanksgiving Day / First Day of Lecture: Sept 12 / Last Day of Lecture: Nov28.
* Supplementary materials are recommended, while lectures will be based upon “Required Reading” materials. Additional materials may be added to “Required Reading” in due course.
	Unit
	Date
	Topic
	Required Reading
	Supplementary 
(Recommendation only)

	1
	Sep 12
	History & Myth
	∙ Lister (2009) Ch 1 (pp.1-65)
∙ Barlow (1996)
	∙ Mosco (2009) 
∙ Goldberg (2010)
∙ Sardar (1995)

	2
	Sep 19
	Theoretical Foundations
	∙ Lister (2009) Ch 1 (pp.66-104)
∙ Lister (2009) Ch 5 (pp.319-343)
∙ Bowers (2000)
	∙ Williams (1974/2003)
∙ Turkle (2004)/(2006)

∙ Freedman (2002)

	3
	Sep 26
	Commodification
	∙ Lister (2009) Ch 3 (pp.163-201)

∙ Vaidhyanathan (2011)

∙ Scholz (2008)
∙ Lee (2011)
	∙ Pariser (2011)
∙ Dahlberg (2004)
∙ Philip (2005)

	4
	Oct 3
	Participatory Culture
	∙ Lister (2009) Ch3 (pp.202-236)
∙ Dijck (2009)

∙ Jenkins (2001)


	∙ Denison (2010)
∙ Deuze (2007)

	5
	Oct 17
	Virtual Community
	∙ Rheingold (2000) Ch 5 and 6 

∙ Marwick and boyd (2011)

∙ Parker and Song (2006)


	∙ Baym (2007)  
∙ boyd (2006)
∙ Kendall (2007)
∙ Hercheui (2011)

	6
	Oct 24
	Intimacy & Embodiment
	∙ Lister (2009) Ch3 (pp. 266-307)

∙ Lister (2009) Ch3 (pp. 396-412)

∙ Hardey (2008) 
∙ Lawson & Leck (2006)
	∙ Boler (2007)
∙ Gershon (2010)
∙ Zhao (2005)



	7
	Oct 31
	Gender & Race
	∙ Kendall (1998) 

∙ Nakamura (1995)/(2008)

∙ Grasmuck (2009)
	∙ Altman & Gajjala (2006)

∙ Chow-White (2006)
∙ Magnet (2007)

	8
	Nov 7
	Public Sphere
	∙ Kahn & Kellner (2004)

∙ Bakardjieva (2009)

∙ Dahlberg (2007)
	∙ Langlois (2009)

∙ Iosifidis (2011)
∙ Moe (2008)


	9
	Nov 14
	Control & Surveillance
	∙ Fuchs (2011)
∙ Stadler (2002)
∙ Albrechtslund (2008)
	∙ Winokur (2003) 
∙ Walby, K. (2006).
∙ Lyon (2007)

	10
	Nov 21
	Research Methods
	∙ Murthy (2008)

∙ Hine (2005a)
∙ AOIR (2002)
	∙ Markham(2011)
∙ Markham & Baym (2009)

∙ Hine (2005b)

	11
	Nov 28
	Research Methods

& Research agenda
	∙ Bell (2009)
∙ Silver (2004)
∙ Mansell (2004)
	∙ Vaidhyanathan (2006)
∙ Fuchs (2009)
∙ Berry (2004)


Academic Integrity 

The academic enterprise is founded on honesty, civility, and integrity.  As members of this enterprise, all students are expected to know, understand, and follow the codes of conduct regarding academic integrity.  At the most basic level, this means submitting only original work done by you and acknowledging all sources of information or ideas and attributing them to others as required.  This also means you should not cheat, copy, or mislead others about what is your work.  Violations of academic integrity (i.e., misconduct) lead to the breakdown of the academic enterprise, and therefore serious consequences arise and harsh sanctions are imposed.  For example, incidences of plagiarism or cheating may result in a mark of zero on the assignment or exam and more serious consequences may apply if the matter is referred to the President’s Advisory Committee on Student Discipline.  Careful records are kept in order to monitor and prevent recurrences. A more detailed description of academic integrity, including the University’s policies and procedures, may be found in the Academic Calendar at

http://okanagan.students.ubc.ca/calendar/index.cfm?tree=3,54,111,0
Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities
Students with a disability who wish to have an academic accommodation should contact the Disability Resource Centre without delay. 

See http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/okanagan/index.cfm?tree=3,293,867,0

See UBC Policy 73: Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (http://www.universitycounsel.ubc.ca/files/2010/08/policy73.pdf)

Policies and Regulations

∙ For all Policies and Regulations, go to http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/okanagan 
-> Policies and Regulations Section

∙ Grading: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/okanagan/index.cfm?tree=3,41,90,0
∙ Attendance: http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/okanagan/index.cfm?tree=3,293,864,0
Equity, Human Rights, Discrimination and Harassment
UBC Okanagan is a place where every student, staff and faculty member should be able to study and work in an environment that is free from human rights based discrimination and harassment. If you require assistance related to an issue of equity, discrimination or harassment, please contact the Equity Office, your administrative head of unit, and/or your unit’s equity representative. 

UBC Okanagan Equity Advisor: ph. 250-807-9291; email equity.ubco@ubc.ca
Web: www.ubc.ca/okanagan/equity <http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/equity>  
Unit Equity Representatives: http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/equity/programs/equityreps/unitcontacts.html 
Dr. David Jefferess is the Equity contact for Critical Studies 

Safewalk 
Don't want to walk alone at night?  Not too sure how to get somewhere on campus?  Call Safewalk at 250-807-8076. For more information, see: http://www.ubc.ca/okanagan/students/campuslife/safewalk.html
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APPENDIX: ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES
∙ Citation style: APA or MLA
(1) http://www.library.ubc.ca/pubs/apastyle.pdf
(2) http://www.library.ubc.ca/pubs/mlastyle.pdf
∙ How to write a book/article review
(1) http://library.concordia.ca/help/howto/bookreports.html
(2) http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/content.php?pid=54968&sid=827653
∙ How to write a research paper

(1) http://help.library.ubc.ca/researching/getting-started-with-your-paper/
(2) http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/PlanResearchPaper.html#discovering
• Research paper checklist:
- Is your topic well narrowed down?

- Does your essay topic/title reflect well lectures and readings?

- Does your essay have a clear thesis statement?
NOTE: Thesis statement: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/
- Does the cover page include all information required?

- Does your essay follow accurately APA style and maintain academic integrity?

- Are you fully aware of the marking criteria?

- Does your essay use a substantial number of materials from the APPENDIX : BIBLIOGRAPHY?

NOTE: References: Extensively and relevantly use a substantial number of the suggested required/supplementary reading materials (including the textbook). Some of the items listed on APPENDIX: BIBLIOGRAPHY must be used.. 

• Research paper: Marking criteria (35 points)


	
	Exceptional (90% or over)
	Excellent
(80%)
	Good
(75~70%)
	Adequate
(60%)
	Inadequate
(50%~0)

	“Topic” (9)
	9.0~8.0
	7.0
	6.5
	5.5
	4.5~0

	“Structure” (9)
	9.0~8.0
	7.0
	6.5
	5.5
	4.5~0

	“Research” (10)
	10.0~9.0
	8.0
	7.0
	6.0
	5.0~0

	“Mechanics” (7)
	7.0~6.0
	5.5
	5.0
	4.0
	3.5~0


(1) Topic and thesis statements 
- The choice of a fully narrowed and focused topic and examples.
- Academic and solid thesis statements.
- Proof of a good understanding of lectures and readings, in the choice of topic and the development of thesis statements.
- The insightfulness and clarity of the thesis statement

(2) Structure and Logic 
- Flow of writing (i.e. all ideas in the paper flow logically)
- Structure of writing that is appropriate for thesis statements and the chosen topic/title. 
- Transitions from one point to another (Connection between paragraphs).

(3) Research and Critique 
- Reference to appropriate resources
- Integration of cited material into sentences. 
- Quality of evidence  (Use reliable documented evidence in the public domain that is legitimate and relevant!).
- Demonstration of an in depth understanding of the concepts and theories of the readings and lectures.
- Critical evaluation of those concepts and theories in an analytical, persuasive manner.
(4) Mechanics 
- Sentence structure, grammar, and diction 
- Correct use of citation style
- Minimal to no spelling and grammatical errors.
- Consistency in the tone of writing (not by keep directly quoting from references).
2
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image1.png][image: image2.jpg]