Minutes UHSC









Page 5. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA | OKANAGAN
University Health and Safety Committee
 MINUTES
Tuesday, November 20, 2007, 12:00 – 1:00 Lunch meeting
QPR Training to follow @ 1:00
A276 
Voting Members 






   
          Present/Regrets
Allan, Linda 


(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P


Appleton, Garry 

(M & P) 
Security & Parking 



P
Bizzotto, Roger, 

(BCGEU)
Facilities Management 


P

Boyd, Carol, 


(BCGEU)
Athletics & Recreation 


P

Dunn, Shannon, 

(M & P)
Housing & Conference Services 

P

King, Allan, 


(BCGEU) 
Facilities Management 


P
Hill, Karen, 


(M & P) 
Library 




P

Lyons, Don, 


(BCGEU)
Faculty of Creative & Critical Studies 
R
McPherson, Naomi, 
(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P

Phillips, Paul, 

(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P
Smith, David, 

(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences

P

Smith, Bob 


(BCGEU)  
IT Services




P
Non-Voting Members 
Yu, Kenneth, Acting Health, Safety & Environment Advisor 



P
Neid, Connie, Recording Secretary 






P
Guests 
Jackie Podger, Director, Human Resources 





P
Cavezza, Dave, HSE Associate 







P
Chair:   Karen Hill
1. Approval of agenda – Bob/Dave – Motion to approve agenda as circulated.  Carried.
2. Approval of minutes of October 16, 2007 – Motion to approve minutes: Al/Dave S – Carried.
3. Guest:  Aidan Kiernan

Aidan was asked to attend so that the committee could pose questions regarding the new entrance/exit roadway(s).  Aidan advised that it is a joint project with the City and the Ministry of Transportation.  City Buses are not having any trouble with on ramps/merge lane.

Aidan would like to receive the expressed view of the committee and asked that the letter be sent to him, in point form, addressing concerns.  He will discuss with the Ministry/road planning people.   
4. New Business 

4.1
Campus Water






N. McPherson

Is anything being done about the (horrible) water, turbidity, colour (yellow) 
(perhaps with turbidity it contains bad things?). The committee posed the question regarding what the possibility would be of installing 
clean water stations (reverse osmosis or some such) for students to fill their water bottles, etc.


Student Voice group has put forward the idea of putting in on-site dispensers with a reduced cost to students.  A pilot project is being put into place where facilities is putting water filtration systems onto the fountains in the Arts, Science, and SSC Bldg. They will use active carbon charcoal filter system and hope to have it in place by Dec 1st. 


4.2. Recent Power outage(s)





N. McPherson

Questions/issues: Is it possible to post procedures? What happens if someone is stuck in an elevator?


Jackie advised that a phone tree has been developed and the DVC EC has approved.  All departments should prepare their own phone tree.  It is now possible to do a global voice mail message to all phones.  Headway is being made regarding notification to everyone.  Signs are being produced to be put on buildings if they are closed.  TV’s are being installed and should be operational relatively soon.  

Jackie will bring the information forward at the DVC EC meeting.  The Deans will receive the information and will be asked to distribute the information. 


4.3 Formaldehyde fumes in the walk-in room off Sci 149 

D. Smith
Ken, Dave C and Dave S have met to discuss this problem.  There are two large coolers in Bill Bates research lab area. He has chemical sensitivities. A room or vented area may be required so that all the formaldehyde containers can be stored safely.   This area was tagged on the building inspections.  

4.4  Smell of tar 







Sci Faculty


Science Building and fumes (ex. Tar) throughout the building. Is there a plan if this 
happens during exams? Smell of tar causes headaches.


A number of complaints regarding the odour of tar have been received.  Ken has discussed this issue with Lorne.  There is at least three more weeks of tarring work before completion is expected.  Ken will try to request a schedule ahead of time and try to work with the construction crew regarding a schedule.


Not much can be done except to try and monitor the work schedule.  Lorne Antle felt that there might be a possibility of not having tarring work done during the final exam schedule.

5. Old Business 
5.1  Paul and Karen to work on letter regarding traffic issues and will prepare letter and get it off to Aidan.
5.2
  Two building inspections need to be completed – will try to accomplish this by the end of Dec.

5.3
  Training program – First Response Health & Safety Committee – Linda Allan attended.
6. New Business 
6.1  Advisor’s Report






K. Yu
 
 
 
 

Acting Advisor’s Report
University of British Columbia, Okanagan Health and Safety Committee
20th Nov, 2007
 
Incidents/investigations:  
 
1)      The advisor investigated the problem of a near miss chemistry incident in Sci 221 and 225 on Thursday 11th October.  It is likely that between the fume hood that was under repair and the fume hood with a chemical reaction in progress that loss power, the link could have been through a common transformer.  Future repairs may experience similar concurrent outages.  Chemistry personnel has been informed to look out for this possibility.
2)      A Fortis power transformer near the highway malfunctioned on and caused the loss of power to campus buildings on Monday 5th Nov.  The Science Building was closed for the day.  This event resulted in the loss of 6 strobic fan function.  As a result, there were again animal deaths and equipment malfunctions.   A communication telephone tree system is being developed for future call-out use under similar disruptive events.  This initiative is being spear-headed by Jackie Podger
3)      Another power outage is being planned for 6PM 19th Dec to 4AM 20th Dec. pending Fortis’ response on their staff availability.
4)      The HSE office has initiated an IAQ investigation as the result of staff complaints of the residence office in Similkameen.  With the assistance of Facilities personnel, fresh air filters were installed.  IAQ measurements yielded readings meeting normal parameters.
5)      There was one complaint on the Science Building air supply cleanliness.  There was a history of heightened sensitivity with the individual who reported the physiological reaction to possible fungal elements from the HVAC system. After an investigation, it was concluded that the HVAC performance is above standard with 85% efficiency filter and the maintenance schedule is satisfactory.  Cleaning service was carried out recently.
6)      A Flu immunization clinic was conducted on 15th November at the upper lobby of the gymnasium through a contractual arrangement with Wecare Home Health Services.  
7)      There were multiple complaints from occupants of the Science Building on 15th November due the tarring activity of the new construction next door.  Lorne Antle has been requested to avoid scheduling of such activities during the coming student exam period.
 

Chemical Spill Response:  
 

8)       There was one photochemical spill occurred on 4th Oct however neither the HSE advisor nor the Associate was informed.  It was the result of a corroded drain in the dark room.  The photochemical that was leaked on to the dark room floor due to a corroded drain pipe.  Solutions were very dilute photochemicals (fixer and clearing agent) that posed no hazard to personnel or the environment.  It was not in danger of mixing with other stored chemicals.  The unit head of Creative Studies responded to the incident.  There were no injuries to personnel and the spill was cleaned up properly.  
 
Audits:
 

9)      Audit to Chemistry lab found eye wash and emergency shower stations were blocked by pipette washers and pipette holders in spite of repeated warning since May.  Facility was consulted and repair was initiated on 8th November to relocate the washing attachment.
10)  Investigation is underway with the assistance of Roger Bizzotto of facilities to assess the continual need for posting of the turbidity signage for our water fountains.  3 buildings (Arts, Science and the Student Services Centre) will be put on a water filtration pilot project to assess the possibility of improving drinking fountain water quality for the whole campus.
 

Reviews:
 

11)   No official document reviews were conducted during this reporting period.
 

Training:  
 

12)  Fine Arts WHMIS 24th and 26th October. with 18 in attendance.  2 were new workers (under one year of employment at UBC-O);1 was young worker (under 25 years of age) and 5were new young workers.  All were staff or faculty.

13)  JHSC training for UHS committee members was through First Response at 2045 Enterprise Way  Fri Oct 26th—8:30AM-4:30PM.

14)  Fire extinguisher practical course was delivered on Oct 30 with 23 attended.  The Associate will report on this hands-on fire extinguisher training with the assistance of the local Fire Dept.

 

Professional Development:  
 

15)  The HSE Associate attended laser safety course at UBC Vancouver and he met with Susan Wands the new ergonomist on staff to discuss how to implement our ergonomic programme in UBCO in Kelowna.
 

First Aid:
 

16)  From Oct 1st  to Oct 31st , there were 11 incident reports with zero near miss incidents (without injury,) 6 incidents with injury where first aid was administered (no medical aid) and 5 injuries with medical aid administered.  1 of these was staff, others include 5  students, zero Faculty member 4 contract workers and 1 was a visitor.  

 

 

Ergonomic:
 

17)  There were no ergonomic assessments conducted during this reporting period.

 

 
New Initiatives:
 

18)  The HSE Associate has equipped the Security Office with EpiPen and a draft protocol developed for response to possible anaphylactic reactions as the result of insect injury such as wasp stings.  A protocol has been circulated to members of the HSE committee for review in consideration for input and approval.  The university legal counsel Mr. Mark Cosby and Risk Managers John Welch and Gina Wong were consulted on this matter.
19)  The confined space entry and rescue protocol is in its final stages of draft and review.  It is planned to request Worksafe BC to review and give the final version its approval.
Discussion:

1.
Dec 8th – Dec 9th outages scheduled.  Gary read the e-mail from his phone.  Concern was expressed on behalf of students.  Cold food will be available, library will be closed during a very busy/stressful time for students.  (Linda and Naomi)

2.
It was suggested that Colin communicate to all peoples at the university – a request be sent to Colin and Aidan 

3.
Watch web site –for information regarding power outages, etc.   
4.
Dave C -  Epipen -  still on the table.  Next meeting Dave will bring facts/recommendations regarding safe practices.  Tabled for next meeting.  
Meeting adjourned @ 1:03 
Next meeting January 15, 2008 @1:00 Sci 253
