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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA | OKANAGAN
University Health and Safety Committee Minutes
Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 1:00 pm
Science 253
Voting Members 








   Present/Regrets
Allan, Linda 


(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P

Appleton, Garry 

(M & P) 
Security & Parking 



R
Bizzotto, Roger, 

(BCGEU)
Facilities Management 


P
Boyd, Carol, 


(BCGEU)
Athletics & Recreation 


P
Dunn, Shannon, 

(M & P)
Housing & Conference Services 

P
King, Allan, 


(BCGEU) 
Facilities Management 


R
Hill, Karen, 


(M & P) 
Library 




P
Lyons, Don, 


(BCGEU)
Faculty of Creative & Critical Studies 
P
McPherson, Naomi, 
(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P
Phillips, Paul, 

(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences 
P
Smith, David, 

(UBCFA) 
Barber School of Arts & Sciences

P
Smith, Bob 


(BCGEU)  
IT Services




R
Non-Voting Members 
Yu, Kenneth, Acting Health, Safety & Environment Advisor 

Neid, Connie, Recording Secretary 

Guests 
Jackie Podger, Director, Human Resources 

Cavezza, Dave, HSE Associate 
Recorder:  Connie Neid
Chair: Paul Phillips
1. Approval of agenda – Motion (Hill/McPherson) carried.  Agenda approved. 
2. Approval of minutes of September 18, 2007  – Motion (McPherson/Hill) to approve minutes. Carried.  
New Business

3.  List or booklet for disposal protocols for a variety of wastes.

D. Smith

· TA’s are new and run numerous labs.  Dave would like a booklet setting out the protocols for discarding different types of wastes.  For example: the various categories should be noted and where the waste can be disposed. 
· Chemistry has this worked out and have put one person in charge.  Chemical waste is perhaps more straight forward. 
· UBC O needs to know what type of waste requires disposal. Action: Dave C and Dave S will meet, review with Ken, and set up a Biology Safety Committee.  Ken will help with the training of staff/TA’s/faculty.  The gym also requires assistance with disposal of some of their waste: example proper handling of nose bleeds.


4.  Traffic circle and merging lane to highway 97


A.King/C. Boyd 

· Carol advised of her concerns looking into the near future with respect to ice and snow, not being able to see the traffic circle well enough, concerns regarding merging onto Hwy 97. Colin Lacey is aware of these concerns.  It was felt that this committee should send a letter to Colin Lacey out lining the committee’s concerns.  Carol will draft the letter and the Chair(s) will sign it.  
· It was noted that the traffic circle is covered with dust and drivers are not able to see the edge of the circle.  


5. Parking lot (new large lot) lighting complaint




K. Yu
· It was felt that there isn’t enough lighting in this parking lot and that it is physically dangerous and a security problem.  Action: Roger will check into this matter as the lights should be on all night as they are photo cell operated.  People should be encouraged to park closest to the buildings and under the lights. 

· Roger advised that the lights in the parking lots are on different zones.  They cut in half at midnight and at 2am they go out.  Roger will look into designating one parking lot to be a 24 hr parking lot.   Lot E – east of SSC Building – designated for half lights.   Science building is on 24/7.  Action: Gary to up-date existing parking hand outs with new information.  
Old Business 

6. QPR Training Dates








(K. Yu)

Nov 20th.  Regular meeting time – 1:00pm

7. Building Inspections – Up-date 





        (A. King) 

· Chair to circulate to members the inspections received to date.
· One more to complete – Carol
· Al and Karen have one to complete.


8. Health & Safety Committee training 




    D. Cavezza)
· Training – one every month – Oct 26th is the next one 8:30 – 4:30 and is free for joint health safety committee members.  Held at First Response Training on Enterprise Way.  
Call 762-9023 to register.  Recommended to call first. 


9.  Report re fall fire drills






(D. Cavezza)
· Dave circulated his report.  Discussed the FINA Building and fact that evacuees do not move far enough away.  Dave is looking into purchasing megaphones to assist wardens.  Fire code changed regarding the sound of the fire alarm.  Will check new staff/faculty orientation binder as a note to this effect can be made there.  Dave C. is willing to attend Faculty Council meetings and spend a few minutes explaining to faculty the procedures regarding fire drills.  Action for Dave C.
Advisor’s Report

10.  Advisor’s Report






(K. Yu)
Investigations and incidents:
· Electrical power failure in chem. Labs – near miss and toxic material generated in one of the rooms.

· This weekend – Fortis power pole incident resulted in a power outage with experimental losses in sciences. 

· The HSE office has initiated an IAQ investigation as the result of staff complaints from the Similkameen residence.  A report will be forth coming when investigation complete. 
· All buildings – complaints of smell of tar – could not be helped because of wind/air direction.

· Chemical spill – Oct 4 – due to a benign chemical – Ken continues to investigate.
· Aramark – HSE will continue to check on staff and how they handle food.  Have sent them memos and will continue to monitor.

· TA’s - Dave has given orientation – approx. 25 trained.
· WHIMIS course conducted with 18 attending.  

· Fine Arts will have WHIMIS course specially designed for them.

· Joint Health Safety Training for UHS Committee members.  Registration will be with First Response – call: 762-9023.
· Fire Extinguisher course planned for Oct 30th
· Ken attended an ABSA annual conference at Nashville and met with the Biosafety Advisor and the new Biosafety Assoc. of UBC V.
· First aid reports – 16 reports – with zero near miss incidents.
· Ergonomic assessments were completed. 
· Ergonomic information on web page.
· There is a need for an emergency response call out tree which is being developed.
· Dave C. has put a notice on the web page regarding testing for anyone who wants to wear a respirator. 
· Meeting with Health Promotions – Epipen issue brought forward and Dave circulated protocol information.  Would like ratification for the next meeting.

· Joint initiative with health promotions regarding the offering of a flu clinic on Nov 15th .  This is on the web page.  Leanne Bilodeau, Health Promotion, will send out notices.

· Jackie meeting with Gary, Melanie, Bonnie Bates-Gibbs, Don Thompson and Ken regarding a call out tree for emergency response matters and how to use the web site with respect to getting information posted quickly.  Melanie has complaints from faculty and will gather information.  Looking into a security plan.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:00
Next meeting November 20th  @ 12:00 noon in Arts 276.
