
THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA | OKANAGAN 
University Health and Safety Committee 

 M I N U T E S 
 

Friday, January 16, 2009, 1:00 in Sci 253 
Voting Members             Present/Regrets 
Allan, Linda    (UBCFA)  Unit 4, Barber School of Arts & Sciences  R  
Bizzotto, Roger,   (M & P) Facilities Management     R 
Dunn, Shannon,   (M & P) Housing & Conference Services    P 
Frost, Ruth   (UBCFA) Unit 6, Barber School of Arts & Sciences  P 
Gesi, Mike   (BCGEU) Security & Parking     P 
Jost, Mark   (BCGEU) Lab Tech, School of Engineering   R 
King, Allan,    (BCGEU)  Facilities Management     R 
Lyons, Don,    (BCGEU) Faculty of Creative & Critical Studies  P   
McAulay, Judy  (UBCFA) Nursing   R 
Mobbs, Kevin  (M & P) Gymnasium      P 
Mortenson, Bud  (M & P) Alumni & University Relations   P 
Nilson, Blythe  (UBCFA) Unit 2, Barber School of Arts & Sciences  P 
  
 
Non-Voting Members  
Shelley Kayfish, Health, Safety & Environment   
 
Recorder 
Connie Neid   
 
 
Chair:   Kevin Mobbs 
Welcome:  New Member Ruth Frost 
 
1. Approval of agenda    

Motion: Nilson/Gesi  To approve agenda.  Carried.  
 
2. Approval of minutes of November 21, 2008.  
 Motion:  Mortenson/Nilson  To approve minutes of November 21, 2008.  Carried.  
 
3. Old Business  
3.1 Additional cross walk for University Way directly between the Fipke Bldg and Kalamalka (5 min)  
            S Kayfish 
 Shelley advised that an evaluation of the crosswalks/speed bumps was completed and 
recommendations put forward.  The crosswalk on University Way (by the new residences) will be back in 
place once the new Arts & Sciences Bldg is completed.  Properties Trust agreed to putting in a 
temporary speed bump and getting the lights operational.  It has been identified that people cross all 
along University Way.   
 A concern was raised regarding University Way, F Lot, and the handicapped parking spaces.  
Once a person parks in the first spot it is difficult for on-coming traffic to see who is at the cross walk 
area.  It was the feeling of the committee that this cross walk has a flashing light, which people should 
use, and take personal care.   

There was discussion regarding the use of sidewalks around the FINA Building during the winter 
months.  It was noted that the sidewalks are cleared by facilities and people choose not to use them.   
 
3.2 Lighting for parking lots (5 mins)         R Bizzotto 



 Roger and Mike reviewed the lighting in the parking lots and felt that parking lots are now well 
lit.  

 
4. New Business  
4.1  Concern that the marked crosswalk is being used on Penticton IFO the bus loop.  It would appear 
vehicles are dodging the speed bumps and driving onto the bus lane just missing persons using the 
cross walk.  (5 mins)           K Mobbs 
 
 Shelley, Properties Trust and Mike looked at this issue and acknowledged what was happening.  
A suggestion was made to add a speed bump on Penticton and University Way and remove the x-walk 
further down that is in close proximity to buses.   It is also possible to make the existing speed bumps 
longer.  It was felt that Transit may not appreciate this change and should be contacted to explain the 
situation.     
Motion: Gesi/Lyons To elongate the speed bumps .  Carried.   
Action Item:  Shelley to follow-up with appropriate people to have this done.       
 
4.2 Decision making process regarding recent power outage resulting in the closure of UBC O 
campus and notification during a power outage.  (5 mins)     K Mobbs 
 

 It was determined that the power outage was caused by a car accident on Hwy 97.  It 
was felt that clarification is needed regarding the decision making process of how these types of 
emergencies are communicated to the campus population.  This incident happened during final exams.  
Final exams take place in the gym. On this occasion staff and faculty were minutes away from letting 
another group of students into the gym to start their exams.  No one came over to advise gym staff of 
the protocol or process.  It is important to advise the gym staff of what might be required of them 
during this type of emergency.   
 
   
4.3 General Question         B Nilson 

There was an incident with a student which happened after 4:00 and offices were closed.   This 
student seemed to be having a psychotic episode and it was clear that the student needed to be looked 
after.  This happened in the evening and the professor couldn’t step out of the class.  The preference 
would be to hand the student off, but in this case the student refused and did not want anyone to be 
called. It was noted that the obligation of safety is to self, assisting the person and other students.  
Security should be called for any type of incident.   

 
Flip out emergency booklets should be in labs and class rooms.   

   
5.  Standing Item 
 Manager’s Report 

 Shelley reviewed her report. 
 
6. Adjournment 
Motion:  Nilson/Gesi     To adjourn the meeting.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:10. 
 
Next meeting: Friday, February 20, 2009 -   Sci 253  



 
 





 


